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economic activities:
land:  sheep farming, tourism, salt mining
marine: shipping (Sheerness), sailing schools, (tourism)
 



the Promenade: 1930s

the Promenade: today
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‘‘Where most roads slide along their fronts,
this one headbutts the beach, end on.

A South London boy in his custom car
crawls his woofers at full blast

some twenty yards, then turns around,
like a broken zip, undoing the crowds,

and doing them up in the same motion.
It’s a dead-end road. This is the ocean.’’

Ros Barber and Stephen Turner, Four Shores



the coast: materiality

manmade eroding grass and 
soil emankment

metal sheet pile construction 
of embankment

shingle, pebble, coarse 
sandy beach

groynes 20m apart, in 
poor condition

esturine mud
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the coast: views + visual movement

wide views to surrounding 
marshes and farmland

prominent landform 
features such as 
shelterbelts

profile of coastal sea 
wall of neighbouring 
town (concrete)

distant views to 
Essex coastline

3 container ships 
visible

Whitstable Wind farm 
and Thames Estuary 
Sea Forts visible
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the coast: views + visual movement

wide views to surrounding 
marshes and farmland

prominent landform 
features such as 
shelterbelts

coastal edge of northern 
Kent visible 
(Reculver Castle)

clear views of 
Whitstable and 
Tankerton

Whitstable Wind farm 
and Thames Estuary 
Sea Forts visible
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farm marshland shoreline Whitstable
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airport departures, arrivals, servicing
road and rail tunnels connecting 
airport island

runways airport terminals, and 
related infrastructure
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land formation intended to reflect horizontal nature of surround-
ing landscape character.
land formation is intended to be viewed as an extension to the 
shoreline, where it acts as backdrop to airport development

all airport infrastructure to be built on engineered polder, 
leaving marshland undisturbed
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assessment

developer’s proposals

mitigation proposalsassessment

developer’s proposals

mitigation proposals

horizon

sky

sky

sky

sky

estuarian marshland

estuarian marshland

estuarian marshland

estuarian marshland

airport departures and arrivals, hangars, services runway

airport departures and arrivals, hangars, services runway

airport buildings are visually intrusive to the landscape character of the Thames Estuary by massing the island to create a strong horizontal plane, the landscape character of the 
Thames Estuary is retained.  

dyke formation around edges of the island

mass of buildings can be screened from view, behind new landform




